brethren.’ Several of your letters and metiengers atteftedghe happy 


of the Churches, inviolably ; 


ac | than before ; and we hope thefe promifing appearances of a revival wil] 


’ 
« 


DESCRIBED and RECOMMENDED 
IN A 


LETTER, 


FROM THE 


BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, 
Affembled at Norrincnam, May 29, 30, and 31, 17924 


Maintaining the important Doétrines of three equal Perfons in the Godhead ; 
| > eternal and perfonal Election; original Sin; particular Redemption; free 

Keen. by the imputed Righteoufnefs of Chrift; efficacious Grace in 
3 ezeneration; the final Perfeverance of real Believers; the Refurreétion of 
; the Dead; the future Judgment; the eternal Happinefs of the Righteous; 


and everlafting Mifery of the impenitent; with the congregational Order 


To the f-veral Churches they reprefent, or have received Letters from, meeting at 
Codnor, in Derbyfhire; Suston-Afbficid and Nottingbam, in Nottinghamfhire ; 
Leicefter, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arvfoy, and Foxton, in Leicefterhhire ; 
Oskbum, in Rutland; Brawnffone, Guillborough, Clipfi.nc, Grettom, Kettering, 

rave, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, in Northamptonthire ; Olney, in Buck- 
inghamfhire ; Car/ton and Thorn, in Bedfordfhire ; St. Alban’s, in Herttordthire ; 
Spalding, in Lincolnhhire ; and Sobam, in Cambridgeshire. 


Grace be to you, and Peace from God our Father, and from the Lord 
Jefus Chri 


Dearly beloved brethren, 


Ws. have reafon once more to acknowledge the divine goodnefs in 

~ granting us a very pleafing, and, we hope, a profitable interview 
with each other. ‘The intelligence received from moft of the churches 
was of an agreeable and encouraging nature. The truths of the gofpel 
appear to be held faft; and their {weet and holy influence felt among our 


effects of engaging in extraordinary prayer with more vigour and earneftn 


encourage thofe churches to go on, and engage others to adopt the fame 

method. We recommend it, efpecially to thofe focieties that complai 

moft of barrennefs and declenfion, as a very feafonable and {crip 

duty. Turn ye even to me faith tk: Lord with all your beart, and with 

FASTING, and with weeping, and with mourning. And rend your heart, and 

net your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God; for be ts gracious amd 

merciful, flow to anger, and of great kindnefit, and repenteth him of the 

evil. Who knoweth if be will return and repent, and leave a bleffing bebind 

hitag and no more make you a reproach among the heathen.—Surely the ftate 

both of the world, and of church, calls loudly upon us all to per- 

fi in wreftling initantly with oe for greater effufions of his Holy a 
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Spirit, and that we may be found prepared for our Lord’s appearance 
whiether in a way of judgment or mercy. 


Many circumftances induce us to hope, that the glorious prophecies — 


of enlargement to the church of God fhall foon receive a more ample 
accomplifhment. And though itis not for us to Know the times and 


the feafons, which the Father hath referved in his own power, it is cer- — 


tainly our duty to be found, not only waiting and praying for the ac- 
complifiment of his blefled promifes, but vigilant and ftrenuous in our 
exertions for his ficred caufe; confid 
be fubfervient to it’s advancement. 

The fubjeé allotted for confideration in our annual letter at this time, 
is that of GODLY ZEAL, and we hope you will cordially receive the 
few obfervations and exhortations, we may have room to offer you, 
upon that interefting fubje@t. 


Zealis a fervid, vehement emotion of the mind, enflamed with love .:- 


to fome peculiar objeét, whereby it is excited to exert itfelf with earneft+ 
nefs and vigour in its behalf, and warmly to oppofe every thing that 
threatens it’s injury. 
The oppofite to zeal in general, is lukewarmnefs or indifference. But 
as the objects of ardent affection may differ widely, it may be either 
virtuous or vicious to an extreme. Accordingly the fame word is ufed 
in {cripture in a good fenfe in fome places,} and in a bad one in others.+ 
-—Nothing can be more oppofite than true zeal and falf:. The one is 
a heavenly flame, the other is infernal fire. —Servent difintercfted affzction 
is holy zeal. Sclfih interefted affeion is it’s oppofite, the immediate 
fource of envy, fpite and malice—-Godly zeal expands the heart, and 
unites with the whole empire of God, purfuing a good of which all it’s 
members may partake without envious competition. Se/fjbne/s con- 
tracts the heart, and would facrifice the good of any, or of all mankind, 
yea and the divine g itfelf, to the intereft of the individual. 
GODLY ZEAL, therefore, is the Fervor of true Benevolence, or of 
HOLY Love, exciting the fubjett of that facred affection to vigorous 


exertion for the good of it’s beloved objeét, and to ftrenuous oppofition 


of whatever tends to it’s injury. - _ 
» ° The Law of God, which is the original ftandard of all true Virtue, or 
real Holinefs, is fummed up in’one word, Love. The odjed of true 
benevolence, or of that lowe which the divine law requires, is vNiVERSAL 
BEmnG,including God, and all intelligent creatures. Fos the fir? and 
— command of the law, enjoins fupreme love to the uncreated 
eing, who is infinitely greater and more excellent than all created 
beings united : and the /econd branch of the law requires an univerial 


and difinterefted regard to our neighbour’s welfare, even loving him as . 


ourfelyes.—Zeal is fervent, active benevolence, or the celeftial fire of 


hove kindled into flame ; and breaking forth m ardent defires and cosontt 7 
| | efforts 


* The word xeal comes from the Greek Zndos, which is derived from Zew to glow, 


zo be bot, fo boil 
} John ii. 17. Zeal of thine houfe. Col. iv. 13. Great xeal for you. 2 Cor. ix. 2. 


Your zeal provoked many. 2 Cor. xi. 2. Godly jealoufy. 2 Cor. vil. 11. what indig- ° 


nation. Heb. x. 27~ fiery i 


tiom. 


+ Ads v.17. filled with indignation. xiii. filled with envy. Rom. xiii. 13. . 
not in envying. 1 Cor. iii. 3. envying. James iii. 14. bitter envying. 16, envyingy 
| t, Rom. 3. %. & 


The fubttantive is only ufed in one more place in the New Teftamen 
of Gods not according to knowledge 


ering it as our higheft honour to . 
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_ efforts to promote the beft interefts of every individual, fo far as the 
_happinefs of the individual is found confifteat with the greateft good of 
_ the whole. The chief good is comprized in the glory of Gop, and the 
perfection and of his kingdom. 
Inftead of glowing with heavenly zea/, the hearts of apoftate men are _ 
" wholly deftitute of difinterefted Benevolence. ‘They are fallen, as one 
_expreffed it, intoa gulph of finful Selffbuefs. For that Self-Love which is 
” * abfolutely predominant in every carnal heart, is the root, or rather the’ 
effence of all fin. Itis the gréateft practical lie in the univerfe; by 
which an animated atom would import, “Jam, and there is none befides 
we.’ It would, if it had power equal to it’s tendency, turn the uni- 
Y verfe upfide down, and try to make an immenfe pyramid reft on it’s 
inverted point. Or, operating equally in a number of created beings, 
it would detach them from their only proper centre ; difunite them from. 
each other, crumble the moral world into difcordant particles, and fill 
the univerfe with everlafting war and confufion.—This interefted felfith 
affection, by which a perfon regards a private intereft of his own, dif- 
conneéted from the divine glory and the good of others, is direét enmity 
againft God and his law, and the immediate {pring of envy and enmity 
among mankind. Yet //f reigns in one form or other, in every un- 
renewed foul; and, if grace prevent not, it muft reign unto death: for: 
' jt entirely deadens the foul to God, and to the good of others; every 
+ thing being difregarded but what may fubferve fome felfifh end; and 
' therefore God’s glory and the general good require that fuch dead fouls 
Should be buried in hell. | 
| But in regeneration a right /pirit is created ina finner. Holy affection 
' begins to warm and animate his breaft. He is quickened from above, 
» and lives no longer for himfelf, but for God. The ever-glorious God 
, 1s loved fupremely, and becomes Ieis.exceeding joy. Nor can the frff 
part of God’s law be inferibed on theS€art without the fcond. The 
true convert feels a new kind of affection for his fellow-creatures. 
Placing his own happinefs in an object which can be enjoyed by un- 
numbered millions at once, he delights to unite with others in the pur- 
fuit of the fame infinite good. , 

The chriftian beholding the glory of God, difcerns the equity of his. 
requirements, and cordially acknowledges, all his commandments to be 
right: and, confcious that he has already violated them, he is aware 
that punifhment is due to his tranfgreifions, Nor can he pretend to 

lead that death itfelf is too fevere a fentence. An honeft heart muft 
lead a finner to juftify God, and condemn himfelf, ‘Though he ftill - 
feels that averfion to his own mifery which is common fo all intelligent — 
beings, and the idea of eternal feparation from God, is far more painful 
to him than ever; yet were he to expe¢t this awful doom, he could not 
but acknowledge that God and his throne were guiltlefs; for he had 
really deferved to be for ever banifhed from the fociety of God and all 
holy beings: and however defirable his own felicity may appear, the 
real convert could not be happy in the thought, that God had brought 
everlafting reproach on his own government, by fufpending the due 
execution of his law in favour of fo vile a criminal.—By this fenfe of . 
. the equity of the law, he was prepared to embrace the yo/pe/ with the moft 
. Cordial affeftion. With tran{fporting joy and gratitude he receives the 
blefied information of a great and glorious Saviour, who hath glorified 
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God in the higheft, while he hath made peace by the blood of his crofs. 


He readily admits falvation is all of grace, and rejoices that God can at 


the fame time be juf, and yet the jufifier of the ungodly, who believeth 
in Jefus. He welcomes thefe heavenly tidings, as worthy of all accep- 
tation; and he longs to impart them to others, confcious that nothing» 
can fo glorify all the divine perfections, nothing can fo fecure the happi- 
nefs of his fellow-finners as the gofpel of the bleffed Redeemer. 

The primary odjeés that demand our zea/,-:are, the glory of God, and 
the good of mankind.—The infinitely glorious Gop is the fir? obje& of 
benevolence to every virtuous mind: and though we cannot increafe his 
effential glory and blifs, we may be inftrumenta! in the advancement of 
his declarative glory, and fubferve his gracious purpofe of communicating 
his fulnefs to his needy creatures.—He that truly regards the glory of 
the Creator, will be alfo a zealous friend to the interefts of his fellow- 
creatures, Coulda true faint have information of God’s being glorified 
and enjoyed in diftant worlds it would give him heart-felt joy. But his 
iphere of action is confined. He has at prefent no opportunity to 
glorify God but among his own fpecies.. This is the world where | 
God has chofen to magnify his grace in the falvation of finners: and | 
here only are we called to fubferve his glorious defigns.—The glory of 
God, and the welfare of his kingdom among men, are moft intimately 
and infeparably connected ; indeed, they involve each other. For you 
cannot manifeit any zealous regard for the glory of your Lord, but as you 
endeavour to bring others to know, love afd enjoy him, and devote 
themfelves wholly to his fervice. Nor can you difcover true zea/ for 
the higheft interefts of your fé/low-men, without endeavouring to bring 


- them to the knowledge, love, enjoyment and refemblance of God. 


The knowledge of the rrutH, and the pradice of HOLINESS, are the 
principal means of advancing the kingdom of God among men; and 
confequently, are neceflary objects of chriftian zeal. 

+ Zeal, forthe DIFFUSION OF TRUTH, is eflentially requifite to the 
promotion of the divine glory, and the manifeftation of our good will 
to men.-—For God cannot be glorified, aStively and intentionally, unlefs 
he is £xowz in his true moral charaéter. It fhould, therefore, be our 
incefflant concern to form juft ideas of his glorious perfeétions, and to 
make known his glory and excellency to others.—God cannot be enjcyed 
without being /oved, and he cannot be /oved without being known; if, 
therefore, we wifh to promote the happinefs of our fellow-men, we muft 
endeavour to teach them the good knowledge f the Lord.—Wrong ideas of. 
the divine perfections lie at the bottom of all capital miftakes in religion. 
Chriftian zea/ will excite you to labour after an increafing acquaintance 
with divine truth. Knowing that God has magnified his word above 
all his name, you will be zealous for thejhonour of the facred {criptures. 
You will ftudy their harmonious contents, and be charmed with the 
bleffed difcoveries they contain. You will defire impartially to regard 
every truth, and wifh to enter deeper and deeper into the treafuries of 
divine wifdom. Meanwhile you will be concerned to feel anfwerable 
affections attending your own knowledge of facred truth ; fenfible that 
fpiritual knowledge is ever attended with holy affections, and that merely 
peculative notions, without fincere and cordial love to the truth, would 
only prove aggravations of guilt. You will therefore attend to the 

Ctifying influence of the truth on your hearts and lives, and be aa 

cerne 
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cerned that others may, in like manner, manifeft that they receive the 
truth in the love of it. 

The propagation of the truth, and the pradtice of holine/s, have a moft 
intimate conne¢tion, and a reciprocal influence on each other, and are 
therefore the united object of chriffian xeal. The beft way of recom- 
mending true principles to others, is to demontftrate both by argument, 
and efpecially by their wifble influence on our own lives, their oly-tendency. 
—Unlefs we thus enter into the real fpirit of the gofpel, there will be 
the moft juft ground to fufpeé that we never thoroughly underftood it 
ourfelves.—No doubt many wretchedly deceive themfelves in this refpec&t. | 
They adopt certain phrafes, without entering into their genuine mean- 
ing; and while they profefs uncommon Zeal for evangelical truth, if 
they were aware of the full import of the doétrines of grace, they 
would reject them with the moft bitter hatred. But alas, their em- 
bracing them; as they hold them, and defending them, ix the manner they 
defend them, does them ten times more injury than any oppofition they 
could maketothem. For, either they ftate them fo unguardedly as to 
make one part ,of revealed truth clafh with another, pouring contempt 
on the law, under pretence of honouring the gofpel :—or, they difgrace 

: their evangelical talk by their ungodly walk and converfation ; indulging 
themfelves in sntemperance, or minding earthly things, as 1f their eyes 
and their heart were only for their covetou/ne/s :—or finally, while they 
abitain from fe/>/y lufts, they are wholly under the dominion of /piritual 
pride, rancorous bifternefs, party {pirit, and notorious felf-righteoufnets, 
though they fuppofe themfelves fo far from that evil. 

‘The true believer is peculiarly zealous for the PRACTICE OF HOLI- 
ness, even univerfal helinefs, or holinefs in all manner of converfation, 
tor he hath re/pect unto all God’s commandments.—His ardent defire is 
to experience himfelf more of the porver of godlinefs, and to fubferve it’s 
promotion in others. For the grace of God, that bringeth falvation, 
teacheth him to deny ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, and to live foberly, 
righteoufly and godly in this preient world.—He is zealous for /obriery, 
for temperance, chaitity, felf-denial, humility, and felf-government ; 
fincerely defiring, through the Spirit, tomortity the lufts of the 7/4, and 
the lufts of the mind; that his bodily appetites, and his mental paffions, 
may be brought into fubjeétion to the divine will.—He is zealous for 
righteoufne/s in all his dealings with men ; careful of his aions that they 
are not injurious to others, but that he may evidently do unto others as 
he could reafonably defire they might do unto him ; he is concerned to 
owe no man any thing but love, and that love which he continues to owe, | 
he is zealous conttantly to pay: he is careful of his words, not to offend 
the law of truth, the law of kindnefs, or the law of purity and edifi- 
cition : he is careful of his very thozg4ts, left he fhould injure others by 
unjuft fufpicions and evil furmizes, or even left he fhould unfit himfeif 
for a readinels to do them good, by needletsly dwelling upon their 
real faults.—He is zealous for god/ine/s ; tor the worfhip of God, public 
and private, for the ordinances of his houfe, for gofpel inftitutions, in 
their original fimplicity and purity, as far as he has light into the will 
of God concerning them: but efpecially for internal religion, for re- 
pentance toward God, and faith towards our Lord Jefus Chrift, for 
fupreme love to God, fubmiflion and refignation to his will, and real 
conformity to his moral perfections.—Thede are the great efientials of 
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‘ceiving fire brcakiug out in a houfe, fhould neglect any attempt to alarm 
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religion, which he afpires after an increafing enjoyment of himfelf, 


‘and burns with zeal again{ft the oppofite evils in‘ his own breaft. And 


this is the religion he is zealous to promote among mankind: it is not a 
name, a form, or a party, which he longs to fee prevail, but real power- 


ful godlinefs, ruling in the heart, and regulating the whole tenor of 
ife. 


he 
- He is zealous for the comverfion of finners. What an honour would he 


account it to be inftrumental in bringing others to the knowledge 
and love of God, that are now ftrangers and enemies tohim! It is 
true, the judicious chriftian is led, by the divine word, by a reflection 
on his own experience, and by obfervation of the {tate of mankind, to 
entertain fuch a conviction of the total depravity of the human heart, 
and the infuperable obftinacy of the rebellious will of man, that he 
would defpair of theconverfion of any finnerin the world, without the 
bys gan influences of the Hoty Spirir. Hence one principal 
effect of godly zeal will be, his abounding in fervent Prayer for divine 
power to attend the ordinances of God’s houfe. But though rege- 
neration, ftrictly y be allowed to be the immediate effect of 
divine agency, beyond and above the ufe of means, yet God is accuftomed 


_ to employ them in bringing finners under thofe awakenings and con- 


victions that ufually precede regeneration ; and it is likewife in the ufe 
of means, that the fecret influence of renewing grace, is manifefted by 
aclive converfion.. ‘There is therefore nothing in the doctrine of Efficacious 
Grace, when rightly explained, that tends* to difcourage us from ex- 
prefiing our zeal for the convertion of fouls, by the moft diligent ufe of 
every means, that is fuited to inftruct, alarm orallure the mind. 
Were it needful to prevent fome other of our principles from bein 

mifunderftood by thofe who embrace them, or mifreprefented by thofe 
who oppofe them, we might briefly thew, that the doctrines of future 
punifoment, of God’s /pecial eleGing love, or of the, divine decrees in gene- 


_¥al, form no objection to your feeking the falvation of all around you, 


and will be no excufe for the want of zeal in this cafe.—It appears trom 
fact, as teftified in the divine word, that the wifeft and moit benevolent 
of beings did not think it would tend to produce the greateft quantity 


“of happinefs, to enfure the final felicity of every individual. Sin and 


mifery have taken place, though we cannot rationally doubt his abilit 

to have prevented their exiftence. We are fure he had good reafons for 
his conduct in not hindering the introdu€tion of evil, and fear not but 
the final iffue of events will fully juitify his determination, and prove 
the plan he has actually adopted to be the wifeft and bett of all potlible 
fchemes. ‘Though we expect the apoftate angels, and a confiderable 
number of our own fpecies, will be miferable for ever, we are perfuaded 


that when all the faved are made perfect in benevolence, they will ap- 


plaud the conduct of the Great Supreme, and all heaven will refound 
with hallelujahs, though the finoke of their torment, who perfifted in 
impenitence; fhall afcend for ever and ever.—But God’s decrees are 
unknown to us till their accomplifiment. We know not one individual 
that he hath determined to abandon to his own lutts. It is our part to 
exert ourfelves, in the prefent ftate, with the warmett zeal, earning 
every man, and teaching every man, with an ardent defire to pre/ent every 
man perfect in Chrift Jefus. Who would excufe.a watchman, who per- 
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the family, and after they were burnt to death, fhould plead that God. 
had decreed they fhould be confumed? The fulfilment of God’s fecret 
will in their death, would not prove it contrary to his revealed will that 
he fhould be put to death for his neglect.—Or, where is the predeifti- 
narian who loves money, who would infer, becaufe he never fhall get 
more than God has determined, that therefore he need not ufe means to 
oblige his cuftomers, or to engage them to come to his fhop, &c. Alas! 
if fome, who {candalize our principles, did but love God’s glory, and | 
the fouls of men, as well as they love the mammon of unrighteoufnefs, 
they would eafily underitand the confiltency of the doétrine of the de- 
crees, with their laying out themielves continually, to improve every 
talent, and to ufe every opportunity, to fecuré thefe blefled objects.— 
Inftead of being excufed from activity in the caufe of God, by the 
doctrine of jovereign, efficacious grace, that truth is highly neceffary to 
fupport the truly benevolent mind, under the difcouragements which 
would arife from a view of human depravity, as not only attefted in 
fcripture, but confirmed by evident fa¢t. A man thoroughly engaged 
in the promotion of truth and holinefs, might well fink into defpair, 
upon perceiving that ¢4e carnal mind is enmity againff God, cannot brook 
fubjection to his law, nor be induced fincerely to comply with the 

_ gofpel, by the wifeft and beft of means; if it were not for the comfort- 
able affurance that God can turn the heart, and take away the very 
difpofition tg refift, by the energy of his Spirit; and were he not alfo 
allured that he has promifed and predetermined to effe& this happy 
change on an ‘innumerable multitude of the children of men. 

But the zealous triend of the Redeemer is not only concerned to fee 

) multitudes efpoufe his caufe, he ardently defires that all the profefied 

followers of Chrift may evidence the fincerity of their attachment to 
him by their grow?) in grace, or their progre/s in the wways of holine/s.— 

He is zealous for per/onal religion. He feels his own imperfections, and 

is humbled on their account. He finds his heart is perpetually prone to 

wander from God, and the more he Knows it, the more he diitrufts it. . 

Zeal for God makes him jealous of himfelf, left he fhould ever deal 

treacheroufly with his beft friend. When moft aétive in his fervice he 
confiders his exertions as miferably languid, compared with the obli- 
gations he feels himfelf under. But to think of openly difgracing the 
caufe ef Chrift, or only fecretly backfliding from his God, would be 
enough te break his heart, with a fenfe of the bafenefs and ingrati- — 
tude of fuch conduct. How fervently does he pray, Newer let them 
shat feck thee be afbamed for my fake, OGod! Yea, no degrees of grace 
will fatisfy him. Perfetion is the mark he aims at. And he cannot 
be fatisfied till he fully apprehends sat for which he was apprehended 
of Chrift.—Mean while he longs to {ee his brethren partake the fame 
blefiednefs which he pants after himfelf. Though more ready to 
fufpect himfelf than others, becaufe he knows moft of himfelf, yet he 
is aware alfo that the beft of his fellow-chriftians are far from what 
they fhould be; he watches over them with a godly jealoufy, and en- 
treats that they would do the fame by him. Love to God and love to 
the brethren unite in exciting him to guard them againit temptations, 
efpecially fuch that he himfelf has futtered by. He watches not for 
their halting, but would gladly prevent it. He mourns for the mif- 
Carriages ot profeflors, and longs 4 fee all that name the name of our 
2 | Lord 


F 


Lord Jefus united in the clofeft bonds of love to each other, and moft 
thoroughly conformed to his bleffed image. Surely then the zealous 
chriftian may always find enough to do for God, both at home and 
abroad, and there is infinite reafon that he fhould not be flothful, but 
always abound in the work of the Lord. He that hath wrought us for the/élf- 
fame thing is God, who hath given us the carneft of his Spirit: this may well 
encourage us to afpire after the full enjoyment of the hope fet before us ; 
and though not warranted to.conclude we fhall fully attain our ‘with in 
this life, yet we are confident God hath not fet us fuch narrow limits, as 
that any of us need flacken our pace, on the fuppofition that we’ are 
got as near to the mark as we can be in this world; nor need we leave oft 
combating with.our fpiritual enemies, upon the fuppofition that no 
farther victory can be dbtained over them while in. this militant itate. 

‘Dear brethren, we have hitherto treated this fubject chiefly in a ae- 
Seriptive way. Wehave given you a definition of Curistian ZEAL,— 
we have reprefented it’s general nature,—and pointed out it’s principal 
objets :—It you begin to feel the importance of the fubject, perhaps 

_ you are by this time wifhing for fome more particular DiRECTIONS, how 

u fhould manifeft your zeal for God, how! you fhould difcover your 
regard for his glory, and for his kingdom among men? You are ready 
to afk, what can we do more to promote the falvation of fouls, and the 
profperity of the church, than we have done already? Dear brethren, 
if you are fufficiently in earneft in thefe enquiries, you may gafily obtain 
an anfwer to them. It is true, you are not iall in the tame {tations, 
you have not all the fame talents and opportunities ; but each in his 
refpective fituation may doubtlefs find employment in fubferving the 
dear and glorious caufe. Had we a greater meafure of zeal, a variety 
of means would appear at hand, which have hitherto been ftrangely 
overlooked and neglected. | | 

Brethren, let us ufe the ftile of exhortation as moft fuited to the inte- 
refting mature of the fubjeét.—Ler your zeal begin at home. Walk clofely 
with God. Let your fouls follow hard afterhim. Shew that you are 
{trangers and pilgrims upon the earth whofe converfation is in heaven. 
Let your fpirits make diligent fearch into the {tate of your own fouls. 
Let zeal again{ft fin appear in detecting and oppofing the evils of your 
own hearts. Be more fevere and rigorous in regard to your own tempers 
and practices; in condemning, bewailing and oppofing whatever is — 
contrary to the life of a chriltian, than yeu can be concerning others. 

/ Reware of fpiritual pride and oftentation..' Indulge not vain {elf-com- 
placency in prefent attainments, but ardently prefs toward the mark. 
Let it appear that your hatred of fin is univerfal; that you hate every 
falfe way. Be holy in all manner of converfation and godlinefs. Let 
every thing you engage in be made fubfervient to religion. Do all to 
the glory of God. df religion is thus eyidently treated as your main 
aud nly concern, what weight will this, give to your own teftimony, 
and that of your minifters in it’s favour. Nothing can tend more to the 
conviction of finners, the animation of your brethren, and the confufion | 
of all who perfift in their oppofition to Ged’s truth and ways. 

Were all your hearts, brethren, enflamed with more holy zeal, how 
many ways are there in which, not only minifters, but private chriftians, 
might hope to be initrumental to the converfion of fouls! Would it not 

you to greater di/igence in initructing your own families, your dear 
children, 
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_ for purity of doétrine ; for the fupport of difcipline in our churches; for 


children, your fervants, all thofe that God in his providence has more 
immediately committed to your care ?—Would it not engage you to for- 
ward the inftruction of others by every means in your power? Many » 
might do more fervice than they have yet done, by religious converiation® © 
with their neighbours, efpecially in times of ficknefs: vifiting the poor 
particularly, and relieving their necetlities, and at the fame time giving 
them feafonable-advice, and offering to pray with them. If you have 
but fmall gifts for inftruéting them yourfelves, might you not take a book 
with you and read to them; and either lend it, or give it them as you can 
afford? Scott on Repentance, Hallyburton’s Great Concern, Guthries’ 
Trial of a Saving Intereft in Chrift, &c. would be very proper for fuch 
purpofes. How much good might richer chriftians do, by giving away 
thefe, and other books, among their neighbours! How many ways 
might they find of gratifying a benevolent fpirit, if they had more 
ardent zeal for God! Much good might be done to the rifing gene- 
ration by encouraging Sunday Schools,* and other charity fchools, efpe- 
cially if the fubfcribers would infpect them, and affift in them occafion- 
ally themfelves. If all our church-members, and the conftant hearers 
of the gofpel had more zeal, they would open their houfes for the preach- 
ing of God’s word in many dark wvi//ages, and encourage it by their own 
attendance ; and by fetting up meetings of prayer, and reading fermons to 
their neighbours, would labour to diffule divine knowledge. Unfpeak- 
able weight would be added to all your inftructions, and to the occafional 
difcouries of your miniiters, if your neighbours in every village were 
conitrained to allow, that all your deportment was confiltent and exem- 
plary: if religious fervants were more diligent, faithful, fober and 
peaceable than any others: tradefmen, hufbandmen, and others, more 
punctual, equitable, beneficent, &c. always difpofed to do good, even 
to enemies and perfecutors ; ready to deny themfelves for the fake of 
ferving theirneighbours, and never fo happy as when opportunities offer 
of honouring God, and expreffing kindnefs to their fellow-men. Can 
you doubt ‘of it, brethren, but that if every one was unweariedly em- 
ployed in feeking the honour and fuccefs of the gofpel, accompanying 
thefe efforts with {trong cries and prayers to God for his bleffing, this 
labour of love would not be in vain in the Lord.—It would efpecially be 
an hopeful fymptom of an approaching revival, if chriftian churches were 
induced more generally to unite in the frequent obfervance of days of F ast- 
InG and PRAYER, a practice which has too much funk into difufe among 
protcitant diflenters, in the prefent century ; but of which fome of our 
brethren have attefted the happy effects, within the laft year, and profefs 
thatthe more frequently and fervently they have engaged in this folemn 
duty, the more’ fatisfaction and enjoyment they have found therein. 
Certainly it tends to increafe our engagednefs of heart in the fervice of 
the Lord, and if you are but excited to perfift in thus wreftling with 
God, in the ftrength of Chrift, you muit and will be fuccefstul. 

O that we were indeed infpired with greater zeal for the divine glory ; 
for the honour of religion ; fora clofer union among all true chriftians ; 


the 


A feafonable difcourfe in favour of thefe ufeful inftitu'ions has juft been publithed 
by Brother Morris’ of Clipftone, entitled Religious Education Recommendety price 40 
Sold by Button, and Davidfon, in London; Harrod, Harborougin; Collis, Netiesang 5 
and Birdjall, Northampton. 
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_ the praétice of pure and undefiled religian!—The limits of onr letter 


prohibit enlargement, we mutft only add a few'neceflary cauTions, and 
fhall then clofe with fome animating MoTIVEs. 

Unite xeal for principle and for practice. All evangelical truth is of 
a holy tendency, and is either mifunderftood, or you do not enter into the 
{nirit of it, if it does not regulate your tempers and influence your lives. 
On_the other hand, nothing can fo happily promote beneficence, inte- 
grify and equity towards men, and piety: towards God, as evangelical 
truth. Indeed there can be no genuine piety, without faith in Ciriit 
Jefus. And our regard to our fellow ex, will prove effentially defective 


_and will be found to flow merely from worldly policy, or fome modifica- 


tion of felt-love, if it has not vital faith for its fource. 
Let your zeal be coxfftent and univerfal. ' Confider the connection be- 
tween the feveral branches of religious truth. Efpecially between the 


- Jaw and the go/pel.—They who deny the infinite glory and the atoning 


{acrifice.of the Redeemer, cannot have any very exalted views of the 
moral government of God. They muft deny thé infinite evil of fin, 
the unalterable equity of the law, and confequently the infinite loveli- 


_nefs of the Deity, and the infinite importance of fupporting it’s authority. 


Thus by detraéting from the dignity of the Saviour, they equally de- 
erade the dignity of the Lawgiver and mogal Governor of the world.— 
No man can underitand the /aw of God, without feeing his need of the 
gofpel: As no one can underitand the go/pe/, without feeing therein God’s 
zeal for the honour of his /aw-: nor can hgapprove of Chriit, unlefs he 


_ approves of his mediation, in ¢his view, as fecuring the honour of God 


as a righteous law-giver.—Many of old were zealous for the law of Mofes, 
who did not underftand the {pirituality of the moral law, nor the meaning 
of the ceremonial, nor the nobleft defign of the whole Me/aic difpenfation, 
and fo went about to eftablifh their own righteoufnefs, in oppofition to 
the eflential righteoufnefs of the divine nature, as well as to God’s eftab- 
lifhed method of juftifying finners. Manyjin the prefent day tread in: 
their fteps, and reject the atonement as unneceflary.—Ovshers profefs a 
ereat zeal for free grace and the -gofpel, who never faw themfelves to be 
fairly condemned, and coniequenily never could fee their real need of 
grace, for it is a certain axiom, that there can be no more of GRACE in our 


-falvation, than there would have been of yesricE in our condemnation. 


Such perfons are often virulent and bitter in their zeal, and as full of 
Pharifaic pride and felf-righteoufnefs as any profefled advoéates for 
huinan merit ; though they hide it trom themfelves by a few tree-grace 
phrafes. ‘There is much room to fear the whole religion of fuch perfons 


4s founded merely in seLF-Love, and a previous confidence that they 


are God’s peculiar favourites ; they can bear to hear nothzng preached up 
but their fuppofed privileges ; and all inftru&tion, caution, admonition, 
and exhortation, excites their contempt and indignation. May your 
zeal, dear brethren, be evidently of a different kind ; leading you at 
once to fupport the glory of God’s righteous gewernment, and the 
honour of his fovereign grace, as tie alone fqurce of your falvation. — 
Manifeft that you are zealous not merely forthe letter but for the fpirit of 
the gofpel: that your zeal is not merely tor the phrafes of a party, but 
for thofe happy effects which evangelical truth, juftly itated, and cordi- 
ally believed, directly tends to produce. It is dy the truth as it is in 
Jetus, that the Holy Spirit humbles, encourages, and {anttifies the 
foul, 
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er —s- fond, and hence the zealous concern of the believer for it’s fupport and 
nd propagation. | 

Let your xeal for particular truths or duties be in proportion to their com 
of parative importance. Though no part of religious truth is trivial or 


iT ufelefs, all the do&trines of God’s word are not equal in their im- 
Ss ortance. It indicates a diftemper’d zeal when perfons are violent 
oo in their defence of leffer points, on which it is evident that true faints — 
al have had different apprehenfions in the prefent imperfect ftate of the 
it church, and at the fame time languid in their fupport of the more ef- 
° fential doétrines of chriftianity, in which there is amuch greater agree- 
 mentamong all humbleand holy fouls. Hf our zeal is proportioned 

it will not fuffer a little difference todifunite us, more than our agree- 
- . ment on many more imporiant articles can endear us to each other. | 
e Nor fhall we, as the cafe has fometimes been, oppofe ¢hofe the inolt | 
‘4 warmly, who come the neareit to our fentiments, without agreeing in | 
c every punttilio.—Thus alfo, as to fradice, neghe& no duty, but fhew the | 
, greateit zeal for the weightier matters of the law; and let oppofition to 7 
- iin be againit every fale way. A counterfeit zeal is only againi{t fome : 
. particular fin; jike Jehu’s againit the worfhip of Baal, but not againft | 
. the worthip of the Golden Calves. ‘* Thus fome will feem to be very 


«« zealous againit profanenefs, and pride in apparel, &c. who them- 
*« felves are notorious tor coveteouineis, clofenefs, and it may be back- 
«« biting, envy, turbulency of fpirit, and rooted ill-will to thofe who 
offended them.” 

Watch and pray that your zeal may be attended with the exercife of 
humiity, felf-denial, meeknefs, patience, and real prudence; otherwile you 
may greatly injure the caufe you mean to promote, and give your ene- 
mies opportunity to reproach the ways of God. Never was any mere | 
man more Zealous than Paul, yet he united much caution and circum- : 
{pection with his zeal; 1 Cor. x. 32, 33, and exhorted others to the 
fame practice. Rom. xv. 1, 2. xii. 15. xiv. 16, 19. Eph. iv. 5.—It is 
{piritual pride that leads us to difregard all confequenees, and to defpife 
the idea of guarding our temper and condutt, left when we have been 
warm in a good cauie, our zeal fhould degenerate into mere party-fpirit, - 
or become mixed with fome corrupt principle. 

True Zeal will actuate you tooppo/e error and fin, and you muft not 
be flack in that Oppofition, but never forget two Cautions concerning 
it. (1.) Let the Oppoftion your Zeal makes to Ewil be frfily and 
chiefly directed againft the Evils of your ows hearts and lives. And, 
(2.) Let the oppofition your zeal excites you to make againft error and 
iniquity in others, be evidently the cppoftion of love. Shew that it is 
love to God and man, which enkindles your refentment againit fentiments 
or practices, that would difhonour him, or injure them. Manifeft that 
love even to the fouls of thofe perfons whofe opinions and practices you 
oppole, conftrains you to that oppofition; and induces you to condust 
yourfelves in that manner which you hope will be beit fuited to reclaim 
them from the evil of their way.—And be fure ufe no unhallowed wea- 

pons tn defence of the caufe you efpoufé, but only fuch as are authorized 

by truth and real benevolence. 

_ Beware, dearly beloved, in every exercife of zeal, left /f-/ove burn 

in your bofoms initead of difinterefted éenevolence.—Nothing can be 

more oppofed to the fervor of true benevolence, than the fervor of 
B 2 felf- 


‘ 
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felfifthnefs. Yet, as we have already fuggefted, this moft hateful temper 
may fometimes put on the garb of religion, and even of evangelical re- 
heion. A manhaving been terrified by the power of God’s anger, but 
who never faw the ju/ice of his difpleafure againft fin, may afterwards 
prefume that Chrift 1s his Saviour, though he never was qvel/ pleafed 
with him for bis righteoufne/s fake, or becaufe he hath magnified the law and 
made it honourable; yet the perfuafion of his own fatety and exaltation 
may infpire hi:n with plenty ot zeal for what he calls the gofpel; and 
fuppoting he is not bound to trouble hinifelf about mora/ duties, he has 
the more time to {pend in defence of his mutilated fyftem of religion ; 
while he is deititute of love to God, and full of hatred to men, except 
thofe of his own party. He regards what he calls Gop, merely as the 
image of himfe!lf, and as having the fame partial regard for him, which 
be has for himfelf: caring nothing for the divine character, or for the 
general good, he is not anxious to prove the confiftency of the method 
of falvation with the divine perfeétions and government, but accounts it 
all loft labour if others engage in that attempt: And if he fhould lofe 
his confidence, and but fufpect that God will deal with Aim, as he expects 
he will with the major part of mankind, his love would be immediately 
turned into bare-faced enmity, and he would be ready to blafpheme the 
ruier of the fkies. There needed no regeneration to produce fuch re- 
ligion as this, Do not even finners, {aid our Lord, love thofe that love them ? 


it was not founded in a {piritual fenfe of tthe divine giory, but all ori- 


ginated in a fuppofed immediate witnels to his perfonal fafety. The 
more of this religion men have, the more they are inflated with pride, 
2nd infiamed with rancour, againit all who fubmit not implicitly to their 
dosinaciest ailertions, and arrogant claims of infallibility. This fire 


cometh from beneath, and it burns like the devouring flames of hell.— 


We-exhort you, brethren, not only to beware of the predominance of 
fuch a counterfeit zeal, but of every corrupt mixture of the kind, and 
of whatever would tend to nourifh fo hateful a difpofition. 
But it is time to clofe with fome morives fuited to excite you, 
beloved, to greater degrees of genuine zeal for God and his bletied caufe. 
The firft motive we fhall urge is, the extent and magnitude of the object 
of true benevolence. It’s object, we obferved, is univerjal Being, in- 


cluding Ged and his intelligent Creatures ; feeking the welfare of every 


Individual, as far as it confifts with the greate/ good of the whole fyitem ; 
which is comprized in the glory of God, and the perfection and happi- 
nefs of his kingdom.—God’s eféntial glory, or his intrinfic excellenceand 
infinite felicity cannot be increafed or diminifhed. But this confideration 
is no more a reaion why azy individual fhould negle& his fervice, or 
difregard his declarative glory, than it would be for a// created beings 
todo io. Rather the fupreme excellence of Jehovah, from whence his 
fupreme happinefs neceflarily refults, is the primary ground upon which 
all his creatures are required to live to Him, and not to themfelves-— 
And though his efential glory is ever the fame, his manifeftative or de- 
clarative glory adinits of increafe, and we. may be the honoured inftru- 
meuts of advancing it; tor this confiits in the difcovery and communi- 
cation of his tulaeis to his creatures.—In proportion as God is known 
and loved by rational creatures, their prefeut happinefs is promoted, 
and their future felicity afcertained. Hence. Jowe to God, and Jove to 
wan Uille ju urging you inceflantly to aim at the advancement of your 

Creator’s 
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Creator’s glory, and at the good of your fellow-men.—Confider the 
caufe you efpoufe is that of GOD, the Greateit and Beft of Beings. 
And the intereft of his kingdom comprehends the whole of intelligent 
exiftences, except only thofe final impenitents, who perfift in oppoting 
their Maker, who are lefs than nothing in comparifon with Him againit 
whom they have revolted without caufe. And as to created beings, how 
many more are there for us, than all that are againft us? The glorious 
angels participate the happy confequences of redemption, though in a 
more indirect manner than the ranfomed children of men. ‘Though 
they never tranfgreticd the divine law, and therefore never needed fal- 
vation, they feel the moft rapturous joy at the repentance of every faved 
foul, and contemplate with unfpeakable profit the harmonious mani- 
teftation of the divine perfections in the crofs of Chrift.—We have room 
to believe, that at length all the friends of God in all parts of the uni- 
verfe, even though refiding in diitant worlds, fhall be known to one 
another, and the happinefs of every individual fhall make fome addition | 
to the happinefs of every other.—In other cafes, we expe, that if 
people are zealous at all, their zeal will bear fome proportion to 
the greatnefs of the enterprize in which they areengaged. Let it be 
fo here.. Every thing elfe, in which the affections and paflions of man- 
kind can be engaged, is lefs than nothing and vanity, when compared 
with the caufe and Kingdom of God. | 
We befeech you, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, con- 
Sder THE APOSTLE AND MIGH PRIEST OF OUR PROFESSION, CurisT ‘JESUS. 
Let the excellency of his caufe; the ardor which he himfelf hath fhewn 
in it; the perfonal obligations you are under to him, and bieffings de- 
rived from him to all his people, excite your zea/to the uttermoft.— 
Reflect on the original dignity which he eternally poflefied, and con- 
fider the depth of humiliation to which he condefcended for your fakes. 
He took upon him the form of a fervant, and how did he exert himfelf 
then in the glorious caufe. He was unwearied in feeking his Father’s 
glory ; he made it his meat and drink to do his will, He could truly 
hy, the zeal of thine houfe hath eaten me up. He was perpetually employed 
in doing good to the bodies and fouls of men, though he futfered fo 
inceffantly the contradiction of finners. againft himfelf. He put on 
righteoujne/s as a breaft-plate; aad the helmet of falvation was on pis head : 
and he put on the garments of vengeance for his cloathiug; and he clad bime 
Self with xeal as with a mantle. He fet his face like a Hint againit all 


oppofition ; and glorioufly finifhed the work which his Father had given 
him todo, though it was the moft arduous tafk that ever was atchieved, 
even the reconciliation of tranfgreffors unto God. The difficulties in 
‘his way were fuch, as none could have furmounted but himfelf, and it 
coit him his life to effeét his wonderful defign. He willingly facrificed 
himfelf to fecure the happinefs of his people, in perfect confiftency with 
the divine glory. ‘The kingdom of God among men, the kingdom of 
righteoufnefs and yet of peace, was founded in Immanuel’s blood. He 
knew it could not be ereéted at lefs expence; but it had been foretold that 
he fhould not fail, nor be difcouraged, until he had fet judgment on the 
earth, and that the ifles fhould wait for his law. And now the moit 
difficult part of his work is finifhed; he accomplifhed the purchafe of 
redemption by himfelf alone. But having applied that fatvation to your 


carts, he condefends te employ you under him in the lurther adsance- 
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ment of his caufe. And can you be languid and lukewarm in the fervice 
of fuch a friend? Let his love, his dying love conttrain you to imitate 


his example, and exert yourfelves in his intereft. Had he never died for. 


you, it would have been robbery of your Maker to have employed your 
powers not for him, but for another. But you are now the Lord’s by 
a new and more endearing tie. He has nor only brought you out of a 
ftate of non-exiftence, but bought you off from that punifhment which 
would have defervedly rendered your exiitence infinitely more 
dreadful than non-exiftence ; and now he has called you to glory and 
virtue. Certainly he needs not your aid, but he honours you by em- 
ploying you in his fervice. And though we mutt confefs that without 
him we can do ncthing, we ought to confider ourfelves as much bound 
to activity in behalf ot his blefied kingdom, as if it’s profperity depended 


on our exertions. 


Let the ——* of the oppoftion that is made to the reign of God on earth ftir | 


you up to the more ardent zeal.—Are not the hofts of hell in league againtt 
you, and your glorious Lord? Are not the major part of mankind ftill en- 
gaged on the fide of fin? And were not you yourfelves once active enemies 
tothe bleffed Saviour? Let reflection upon your former fervitude roufe you 
to affert that glorious liberty wherewith Chrift has made you free. Be at 
Jeaft as a¢tive for the beft of Mafters, as vou were once for the worft of 
tyrants. ‘Think how much difhonour has been unjuftly caft upon God by 
-yourfelves, and by your fellow-finners. Reflect how greatly God may be 
giorified after all in your pardon and recovery. Letthefe thoughts ftimulate 
you to activity in glorifying him.— Remember the power and policy of hell 


are engaged againit you, and yet they fhall never prevail; for the captain of 


yoyr falvation has proved himfelf more than a match for the powers of dark- 
ach * He has triumphed glorioufly, and his promife enfures your victory ; 
t it will not be obtained without anearneitconflict. You mutt engage with 


principalities and powers, and combat with enemies who once lorded it. 


you, But Omnipotence is on your fide. Through your God you may 


any feelings in your 


do valiantly, for he fhall tread down your enemies for you.—Be not con- 
tented with ftanding merely on the defenfvre. Carry on the war in the name 
of Jefus into the empire of your adverfary. ‘Through the Spirit you fhall 
‘mortify the deeds of the body, and obtain farther conquefts over your in-bred 
foes. And you are warranted to labour and hope to be inftruments of ref- 


cuing others from the prince of darknefs that are now led captives by him at . 


his will. 

Confider the miferable fate of mankind. O that vou had all of vou a con- 
ception of the extent of Satan’s empire over the childrenof men. We recom- 
mend to your ferious attention the fketch which brother Carey has lately. 
" abae of the flate of the heathen world, and the fermons publifhed by brother 

uTcuirrFr and brother Futver on jealoufy for the Lord of ~~ and the per- 
picious influence of delay. In thefe you will find many particulars. which we 
have not room to tay before you in this letter, that will tend, if you have 

ouls, to excite your compaffionate concern for your 
brethren of the human race, who fit in darknefs and the fhadow of death. 
How greatare their prefent miferies! And what ruin is beforethem! Othe 


poor miferable Heathens! Mahometans ! Papitts! Eaftern Chriftians! No- 


minal Proteftants! What a ftate are they in! Read books of hiftory and 
ography with tears of compaffion. Let every newfpaper excite your pity. 
Open your eyes, and look round your towns, your villages, yea round our 
regations, and fee what multitudes are /infully dead to God; then fay, 
how dwelleth the love of God inus, if we feel not for thefe wretched fouls § 
Yet may thefe dry bones live, though they are very many and very dry, 
God can as eafily convert any one of them as he could you. And it is his will 
that you fhouid Brave of him concerning thefe things; and feek to him for 
che cifufion of his Holy Spirituponthem, Had 
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Had we more xeal for God, borww much happier fhould we be! A€tivity is the 


- beft proof of life. Exercife is conducive to health. The exercife of grace 
asthe health of our fouls. Brethren, the dreaming lives too many of us live, 


have but little pleafure in them, and no wonder. Henceforth, while we live, _ 
ler us live! ay we live more abundantly to God. May we prefs forwar 

in his ways. e way of the Lord is ftrength to the upright. They that rea 
therein fhall zor be weary; but if we only walk, the moit that can be faid is, 
we fhall not utterly faint. The moft active chriftian will be ordinarily the 
moft happy, the moft honourable, the moft ufeful.—But how does our Lord 
hate lukewarmnefs, and how fhould we hate it. Read his meflage to Lao- 
dicea, and tremble. Rev. iii. 16. mens his animating charge, be zeatous 


and repent. v. 19. Repent of paft lukewarmnefs, and watch againft it in 


future. But unlefs zeal is continually in exercife, how pay willit’s odious 


- oppofite extend it’s baneful influence over us. How will 


it chill our hearts 
and enervate our hands. How will it render fuch that fhould be as the falr of 
the earth, as falt that hath loft it’s favour, which 1s fit only to be thrown out 


- and trodden under foot of men. ‘Think of the many inftances in which you 


period is haftening, when the 


The prefent age feems with preat events. 


have feen the love of others wax cold, and dread left the epidemic infection 
fhould feize yourfelves. See the a¢tivity of your Lord’s enemies, and let 
their fervor in a bad caufe provoke you to jealoufy. Shall they be attivewho 
are engaged in the fame war with Devils? and will you be indolent who are 
engaged on the fame fide with Angels? 
Certain viGory awaits the zealous followers of the Lamb. Not only fhall each 
obtain the victory individually, and inherit a crown of glory; but a glorious 
of this world fhall become the kingdoms 
of our Lorp and of bis Curist. God has promifed to do great things before 
the end of time, and we know not how foon the Sapa beens will commence, 
nations of Europe 
appear in commotion, and whatever may be the views of contending parties, 
God our Saviour has a good and benevolent end to anfwer, to which even the 
efforts of his enemies fhall be fubfervient, but how great the honour of being 
numbered with his fincere and zealous friends. If the days we hope for are 
at hand, the queftion concerning the prefent race of proteffors is this, Shall | 
eve be among thofe who will be employed in bringing forward the glorioug’ 
riod, or among ‘hoje that muft be removed out of the world before the 
happy timescan begin. The «whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain until 
now, and certainly, if we have the firft fruits of the Spirit, we alfo fhall long 
and labour for the redemption of the whole myttical body of Chrift. Hitherto 


we have been ready to complain, we have not wrought any deliverance in the 


earth, neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen, But let us not ceafe 


crying mightily unto the Lord, wntil the Spirit be poured upon us from om 
high; then the wildernefS fhall become as a fruitful field, and the defart like 
the garden of God.— Yes, beloved, the f{criptures cannot be broken. Jesus 
muft reign univerfally, All nations fhallown him. All people fhall ferve him. 
His kingdom hall be extended, zor by human might, or power, d4t by the 
effufion of his Holy Spirit. He will be exalted in his own frength. Whateter 
dark fcenes we may fee firft, his brightne/s is as the light. Hecannoterr. His 
whole plan is clear before him; and he hath power abfolutely infinite to exe. 
cute it. His ftrength is fo far from being exhaufted, that it hath not yet 
been all exerted. All the difplays of his power hitherto have been rat 
the hiding of his power, than the full manifeftation of it. He intends to ace 
complifh far greater events before the end of time, than have yet taken 
piace ; and as he loves to make his frength perfect in weakne/s, our own infuf- 
ciency and imbecillity is a objection to his ufing us in the advancement 
his blefied caufe. The weaker we are in ourfelves, the more will the excel- 
lence of the power appear tobe of God, Wherefore, beloved, be ye xealout, 
fledfaft and immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forajmuch @3 — 


jour labour is not in vain in the Lord, 


Signed by order of the Affociation, 
JoungRy jun. Moderator. 
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| Yuelday Evening V1. The minifters and meffengers being affembled, Brother Hoppery 
_ | the minifter of the place, began in prayer. Brother Ryland jun. was chofen moderator. 
|. The letters from the churches were read. Brother Burton of Foxton concluded in prayer. 
| Wednejday Morning V1. Met for prayer, with finging at intervals : when the following 
| Brethren engaged; Fletcher of Codnor, Lingford of Botsford, Blundell of Arntby, 
Mills of Sheepthead, Cox a Deacon of ‘the Church at Nottingham, and ‘fones of Lincoln. 
| At X, Brother Morris prayed, Brother Sutcliff introduced the work of the day and 
_| prayed, Brother Carty preached from Ifa, liv.2,.3. Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let 
them iretch forth the curtains of thine habitations ; /pare not, lengthen thy cords, and firengthen 
|| thy fakes: for thou shale break forth on the right band, and onthe left, and thy feed fhall inberit 
| the Gentiles, and make the deflate cities to be inhabited. Brother Wef concluded in prayer. 
| Afternoon, after 11. Brother Edmonds prayed, and Brother Ryterd jun. preached 
| from Zech, iv. 6. Not by might, nor by power, but by my Srinit, faith the Lord of Hofts. 

|| Brother T. Edmonds, concluded. 
: Evening V1. Brother Craps prayed, Brother Greenwood preached from Pfalm xlviii. 12, | 


| 33, 14. Walkabout Zion, and go round about ber: tell the towers thereof. Mark ye well 
| The circular letter drawn up by Brother Ry/ard jun. was read, partly after the after- 
| ‘oon meeting and the reft in the Evening, before the minifters and metiengers, who. 
ordered it to be printed. + 3 A | 

| Thurjday Morning VI. Aftér! prayer by one of. the Deacons of the church, the 
minifters related their experiences as ufual, and Brother Briggs of Burton-upon-Trent 
+) concluded the public meeting. The minifters and meffengers then attended to the 
| bufinefs of the fund. Voted frve guincas to be tranfmitted by the moderator, to the 
| Chairman of the Committee for procuring the abolition of the inhuman and ungodly 
Trade in the perfons of Men. Alfo two gu'ncas to encourage the preaching of the Gofpel 
at Derby, where a number of Baptifts, members of the Church at Nortiagham refide. One 
| guinea to emcourage preaching the word at Braybrook. And balf a guiniaa piece to four 
Brethren from diftant and poorer churches to defray the expences of attending the 
affociation. | | 

Refolved, that a_plan be prepared againit the next minifters’ meeting at Kettering, 
for forming a Baptif? Society for propagating the Gojpel among the Heathens. Brother Carey 
| generoufly engaged to devote all the profits, that may arife from his late publication on 
* this interelting fubje@, to the ufe of fuch a focicty. The Moderator clofed the — 
affeciation with praycr. 

| State of the Churches fince the laft affociation. 
Upon a profeffion of faith - - - 9 


3 
By letters of recommendation - - + + - «= 6 
Reftored afterexclufion - - - = = =, = © 2 


Diminithed? By difmifion - - - = = @ 


Increafe 31 
The next Affociation to be held at Northampton in Whitfun-week,May 21, 22, 23, 
279@ Brother Morris and Brother Fatekner to preach, in cafe of failure Brother We# 
and Brother Simmonds, Put up at the <dage/, . | 


FINI 


| Mr. Ri feleStion of P Byma Tynes, rom the beft Authors, be ifully 
engraved, in parte, and fold by the fame perjons whe fel aig 


(elettion of Hymns, price 5%. 
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